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APTUK Position statement
APTUK Position Statement on the GPhC Registration Fee Increase from September 2026
The Association of Pharmacy Technicians UK (APTUK) recognises the important role of the General Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC) in regulating pharmacy professionals and protecting patients and the public. Effective, proportionate regulation is essential to support safe practice and to enable the continued development of the pharmacy technician role as professional responsibilities and scope of practice evolve.
APTUK acknowledges that the announced £8 annual increase in registration fees will be disappointing for many pharmacy technicians. This comes at a time of ongoing cost‑of‑living pressures and wider financial challenges across the health and social care workforce, and it is important to openly acknowledge the impact this may have on our members.
The GPhC has set out a detailed rationale for the fee increase, including rising operational costs, an increased volume and complexity of fitness to practise concerns, expanded regulatory activity, and the continued evolution of pharmacy practice. APTUK also notes that the GPhC has historically demonstrated restraint in fee setting and has outlined a commitment to avoiding larger, more abrupt increases in the future. From a professional leadership perspective, we recognise that a well‑resourced regulator is necessary to maintain public confidence, patient safety, and professional standards.
At the same time, APTUK believes it is essential that any increase in fees continues to be accompanied by:
· Clear transparency about how registrants’ fees are used
· Ongoing efficiency and prioritisation within regulatory activity
· Proportionality, ensuring that costs are justified and represent value for money for all registrants
APTUK also emphasises the importance of clear communication and support for pharmacy technicians. We welcome efforts to explain the reasons behind the increase and encourage the GPhC to continue signposting available support, including information on tax relief for professional registration fees, to help registrants plan and manage the change. APTUK membership fees are also tax deductible. More information on how to claim tax relief can be found on the GOV.UK website. 
APTUK remains committed to advocating for pharmacy technicians and ensuring that their contribution to patient care and the wider healthcare system is fully recognised. We will continue to engage with the GPhC on behalf of our members, highlighting the unique context of the pharmacy technician workforce and the need for fair, transparent, and proportionate regulation.
We encourage pharmacy technicians to remain engaged with regulatory developments and to share their views with both APTUK and the GPhC, so that their experiences and perspectives continue to inform future decision‑making. 
Rebecca Bastable MAPharmT 
Membership Director | Association of Pharmacy Technicians UK
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